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SUBJECT:HOUSE BILL NO. 7-209, H.D. 1 


DOTANO. 189-TT 

PASS TO ADHC SABLAN FM ACTING HIGH COMMISSIONER MACKBNZIE: 

1 . I AM APPROVING HOUSE BILL NO. 7-209. H.D. 1. "TO 
DIRECT THE HIGH COMMISSIONER TO DESIGNATE THE CONSTITUTION- 
AL REFERENDUM DATE ON THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION OF THE 
FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA. AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 

IN SIGNING THIS BILL I SHOULD LIKE TO STATE THAT IT IS MY 
INTENTION TO CONSULT WITH THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA, IN 
THE COURSE OF THE EXPECTED SPECIAL SESSION THIS 
SUMMER, AS TO THE DESIRABILITY OF ANY AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CONSTITUTION BEFORE A REFERENDUM TAKES PLACE. I WILL 
ALSO WANT TO ASCERTAIN THE VIEWS OF THE CONGRESS AS TO THE 
NATURE AND TIMING OF AN INFORMATION PROGRAM TO PRECEDE THE 
REFERENDUM. ADDITIONALLY, AS OCCASION MAY REQUIRE, I 
SHALL KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE CONGRESS WITH REGARD TO ANY 
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CHANGE IN THE HOLDING OF THE REFERENDUM THAT MIGHT BECOME 
MUTUALLY DESIRABLE IN LIGHT OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 
POLITICAL STATUS NEGOTIATIONS. 

I AM SETTING JULY 5,1978, AS THE CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM 
DATE AND WILL ISSUE A PROCLAMATION TO THAT EFFECT ON MY 
RETURN TO MICRONESIA. 
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2. REQUEST THIS MESSAGE BE SENT TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
SENATE TOSIWO NAKAYAMA AND SPEAKER BETHWEL HENRY. 
DOTA SENDS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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